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WOW! Tracy and 
I are truly grateful to 
the Nobles and Ladies 
of Osman Shrine 
for sharing with us 
the blessings of their 
friendship and affection 
these past 9 years. From 

carrying a flag in a parade with Norm 
and John, under the Dragon with Al 
and Doug, rushing headlong at Gary at 
insane speeds (I still can’t believe Tracy 
let me), to spending an evening sharing 
a fantastic meal by Chef Mike at our 
Lost Spur; what an absolute joy it is to 
be a part of the Osman Family!

Our journey is reflected in the pin.  
We enjoy travelling down the roads on 
our motorcycle, winding down the paths 
to undiscovered beauty and experiences. 
Every trip reflects strength and 
determination. The courage and strength 
to press on in inclement weather and the 
determination to reach our destination. 
Then when we arrive, enjoy the beauty, 
ambiance, and culture before pressing 
on yet again to the next experience. 
Using those past experiences to guide 
us and keep us moving. The gauges in 
the pin reflect those Masonic bodies 
that have continuously helped to guide 
me. Leading me down this wonderful 
path. The gas tank holds the fuel to get 
us down the road, gives us the energy to 
press on, our fuel is Masonry. We will 

carry forth our Masonic illumination 
and inspiration to everywhere and 
everything we do.

Over the past year the Motto in the 
pin’s windshield has taken on a whole 
new significance. To quote Walt Disney, 
“We keep moving forward, opening 
up new doors and doing new things, 
because we’re curious…and curiosity 
keeps leading us down new paths.” As 
an avid motorcyclist, this translates into 
two words: Full Throttle. We move 
forward, giving it our all, and enjoying 
the ride. Full speed ahead, to create 
solutions, enjoy our present, and plan 
our future.

Today, I am excited to unveil Osman’s 
new website. As my Shrine father, 
Frank Spevak, stated in his first Osman 
Article as potentate, we’ve again pushed 
forward in technology. When Frank 
created Osman’s first website, and then 
persuaded me to work on it, we were 
pushing to utilize technology to bring us 
together. In the years since, we’ve added 
MailChimp, credit cards at the circus, 
and online dues payment! This year, 
Frank and I have redesigned the entire 
site, adding the ability to make and pay 
your event reservations. I hope you enjoy 
the new site and it’s added functionality.

Sledding Party, Ceremonials, 5k Run, 
Iron Butt Ride, Road trips…Oh my! 
We have a lot of fun planned for next 
year! Please visit our website for more 

information on these activities and 
more! And don’t forget to make your 
reservations too!

As we look to the future, it is my 
pleasure to introduce our Outer Guard, 
Eric Mundt. I first met Eric at a parade, 
where he unveiled the prototype 
T-Buckets. He even let me ride one in its 
first parade! You have seen him working 
behind the scenes, making Osman better 
while having fun doing it. Please read 
more about him and his great family in 
this Osman.

The future always comes from the 
hard work done in the past. The highest 
honor Osman can grant is the Temple 
Jewel. It is a weighty award that signifies 
a deep commitment to Osman, reflected 
in countless hours of work and support. 
We begin 2021 by honoring a Noble 
that made my introductions as Outer 
Guard at my first Osman Reception. He 
has worked countless Temple Events, 
Oasis, and Hospitality Rooms serving as 
a Potentate’s Aide. It is my pleasure to 
announce Bob Misner as a Temple Jewel 
Awardee. Please congratulate Bob when 
you see him.

As we move forward, we do so with 
enthusiasm, curiosity, and excitement for 
the future of Osman.

Respectfully yours,
Sean Gardiner

Osman Potentate 2021

Sean Gardiner 



P a g e  4 J a n u a r y  2 0 2 1

Meet Your Outer Guard
Hello! My name is Eric Mundt.  I live 

in Good Thunder, MN with my Lady 
Cori and our daughter Jorie (9). Cori 
is a Radiation Therapist at the cancer 
center in Mankato and has worked 
for Mayo Clinic for 20 years.  Jorie 
is a 4th grader at Maple River West 
Elementary in Good Thunder and loves 
to dance.  I am a mechanic by trade and 
work for Blue Earth County Highway 
Department as an equipment operator.  

My first memories of a Shriner were 
like many kids.  I loved to watch the 
Mankato T-birds in our local parades.  
As a kid, I drove my go-cart all around 
Lake Crystal, where I grew up, and 
many of the T-birds lived there as 
well.  I got my opportunity to help out 
mechanically with the T-birds from my 
friend and Shriner at the time Houssam 

Abou Mourad.  Once I got to know 
the Shriners personally and begin to 
meet more from around the state, I was 
hooked.  I became a Master Mason and 
Shriner at the Big Tent Event in 2014.  I 
was the Vice President of the T-birds in 
2016 and the President in 2017.

Brotherhood and community service 
have been a lifelong passion of mine.  
This June will mark 20 years for me 
on the Good Thunder Volunteer Fire 
Department.  I hope to bring the skills 
I have learned from my time on the 
fire department to the Osman Divan.  
Leadership experience, calm under 
pressure and teamwork are at the top 
of that list.  I am very honored to be 
presented with this opportunity and 
look forward to many years of service 
together and a lot of fun along the way!

Eric Mundt
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Illustrious Sir Larry Norte called the 
Stated Meeting via Teams to order at 
6:40 PM.  All present were Nobles.  

The Pledge was recited, and Chaplain 
Dan Skoog gave the prayer.

n Past Potentates present and 
acknowledged

Illustrious Sirs:  Peter Ekholm PP 
1988, Roger Robinson PP 2008, Frank 
Spevak PP 2012, Roger Berge PP 2014, 
Bruce Thomas PP 2016, Mike Nehm 
PP 2018.

n Introduction of Nobles attending 
their first meeting

None.

n Recorder’s Report
Recorder Tom West asked for a motion to 

accept the minutes from the previous Stated 
Meeting.  Motion was made to accept 
the minutes from the Stated Meeting 
held September 8, 2020, as published.  
Motion was seconded and passed.

n Treasurer’s Report 
Treasurer Dan Flicek gave the 

Treasurer’s report. Dan shared spread 
sheets showing the P&L of the Lost 
Spur.  Dan stated that Osman has 
received a $10,000 Grant from the State 
of Minnesota. Dan has also applied to 
get Osman’s PP Loan forgiven. Dan 
stated Osman has a $200,000 line of 
credit which we will be renewing in 
January.  He also stated that Properties 
is running as it normally would.  Dan 
is also checking into the possibility 
of Osman getting an Injury/Disaster 
Loan.   A motion was made to accept 
the Treasurer’s report.  The motion was 
seconded and passed.

n Trustee’s Report
Trustee Jerry Johnson gave the report.  

Jerry stated there is needed repairs to 
do on the Golf Course.  The irrigation 
pump needs to be repaired, the signage 
needs to be updated and some of the 
sand traps need to be replaced.  Jerry 
also has contacted a firm to evaluate the 
diseased trees on the property.  It appears 
that 31 trees are diseased and will need 

to be removed.  An additional 61 trees 
will require treatment next spring.  Jerry 
also stated that there is a large brush 
pile that needs to be removed before the 
Golf Course opens next spring. Motion 
made to accept report. Motion seconded 
and passed.

n Membership:  Jerry Johnson  
Jerry Johnson stated that Osman 

created 23 Nobles this year.  He also 
reported that there was a good turnout 
at the Island City Brewery in Winona.

n Oriental Guide 
Oriental Guide Michael Meyer 

reported that the following Nobles wish 
to be demitted Harold King, Jon Locke, 
Russell Lane, and Kyle Anderson.  The 
following Nobles will be suspended 
on December 31st if dues are not paid 
by then: Jeffrey Adelman, Clarence 
Ayers, Brian Burgess, Robert Campbell, 
Jimmie Claspell Jr., Stanley Derickson, 
Michael Dohrn, Paul Foss, Joe Gohman, 
Lawrence Grufman, Justin Hansen, 
Ryan Hinck, Adam Huntley, Andrew 
Iverson, Joseph Kolfage, Michael 
Krediet, Michael Kullmann, Jordan 
Miller, Darin Murphy, Jeffery Murphy, 
Craig Nelson, Albert Ouradnik, Albert 
Paffrath, Jason Perez, Nicholas Perez, 
Lloyd Peterson, Hunter Pettit, Charles 
Pope, David Przetycki, Raymond 
Romine IV, Shawn Shopek, Bradley 
Stephans, Adam Taylor, Todd Theisen, 
Loren Van Wyck, Corey Walter, Joseph 
Warling, Stephan Welna, Dennis Winge, 
Robert Witter, and John Young.

n Chief Rabban
Chief Rabban Sean Gardiner reported 

that there were no associations, 0 
affiliation, 0 restorations, 5 new 
creations and no new candidates.  The 
5 new creations are: Jason Dove, John 
Hepola, Brian Morgan, Ryan Scott, and 
John Theis. The new creations were 
voted on and accepted.  

n Black Camel Report
Assistant Rabban Mark Galloway 

read the names of the Nobles who 
have passed since our last meeting, 

James Moody 5/4/20, James Gannon 
7/12/20, Gary Ness 9/7/20, Edward 
Witter 10/4/20, Robert Hahn Sr. 
10/12/20, Allen Porter 10/12/20, Robert 
Gulbrandson 10/23/20.  A moment of 
silence followed the reading of the names.

n Good Cheer Report
Illustrious Sir Larry reported that the 

following Nobles are on the Good Cheer 
Report:  

Scott Paulson, Charles Van House, 
Mike Smith, Gary Winter, Joe Warling, 
Tim Bass, David Koenig, PP Jerry 
Plachecki, Warren, and Doreen Lynch.   

n Hospital Report: PP Roger 
Robinson
PP Roger reported that the new Clinic 

is doing very well.  They continue to 
follow all the COVID guidelines.  As 
a result of COVID fewer patients are 
coming into the Clinic. PP Roger 
also reported that Charlie Lobeck 
Administrator, and Terri Kasbohm, 
Director of Patient Care Services, 
have both retired.  PP Roger stated 
that they are looking for a long-term 
administrator for the Clinic.  He also 
reported that they have a robot at the 
Clinic who talks to the kids and takes 
them down to the exam room where 
they will be seen. The robot has been a 
big hit with the kids at the Clinic.  They 
are considering purchasing a second 
robot.  The cost for the robot is $3,600.

  Dr. Ken Guidera, Trustee on the 
Imperial Hospital Board joined on this 
Teams call.  Dr. Guidera shared that 
Shriners has hired a physician for the 
recently opened Clinic in Des Moines. He 
stated they are planning to hire a second 
physician for this clinic in January. Dr. 
Guidera stated that the Imperial Board 
had a very favorable discussion about the 
work that is being done at the Shriners 
Children’s Twin Cities.

n Circus Report:  Assistant Rabban 
Mark Galloway and John Davenport
Mark reported that we have 2 contracts 

to vote on tonight. One report will be 

Osman Stated Meeting, December 1, 2020
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a contract with Cardan Circus.  He 
also stated that we will have a 3-year 
commitment with Cardan.  We have 
tentatively set the date for the 2021 
Circus as November 18-21, 2021. 

John stated that the Ticket Search 
contract is ready to be approved.  We 
will only have to pay when we sell a 
ticket.  Bob Suk, Osman Attorney has 
reviewed and approved both contracts. 
Motion was made and seconded to 
accept the 2 contracts.  Motion passed.  

n Chief of Staff Report
Both the Winter Carnival Grand Day 

Parade and the Torch Light Parade have 
been canceled.

n New and Old Business
Chief Rabban Sean Gardiner presented 

the proposed 2021 Osman Budget.  
Motion made, seconded, and passed 
to accept the proposed 2021 Osman 
budget. 

Sean also shared a Power Point 
presentation outlining the plans for 
Osman for next year: 

Return to Fun and Fellowship! 

We hope 2021 will be a return to FUN!

But with the extraordinary times:

• We will adhere to all Federal, 
State, and Shriners International 
Guidelines

• We will always keep the safety of our 
Nobility and their families foremost 
in our planning

We will be flexible as events/dates will 
change

Fundraisers in 2021

+ OSMAN SHRINE CIRCUS!!! (April 
1-4)

+ Planning for the return of our 
beloved Circus (Funds 2022)

+ Ladies Auxiliary Wine Tasting 4/23
+ Osman Inaugural Hot Sands 5k
Planned in May to raise funds for 
2021 expenses
+ Black Tie Table Lodge / Festive 

Board
Also planned in May to raise funds for 
2021 expenses
+ Osman Inaugural Haunted House
Planned for weekends in October
Upcoming Events
+ New Year’s Brunch 1/1
+ Annual Meeting 1/12
+ Osman Reception 1/17
+ Winter Carnival – Canceled
+ Club and Unit Seminar 2/6
+ Ladies Chocolate Tasting 2/6
+ Osman Stated Meeting 3/9
Fun Events
+ SLEDDING PARTY 2/21
+ Osman Ceremonials 3/13, 5/1 & 

9/18
+ Road Trips 5/22 & 9/24
+ Caravan to a not too remote 

destination for over-night fun

+ Ladies Appreciation 5/23
+ First Responders Brunch 6/19
+ IRON BUTT 8/19-22
+ Osman Picnic 9/26
+ Osman Ball 11/13
+ Children’s Christmas Party 12/5

Motion made, seconded, and passed to 
accept the proposed plans for Osman for 
2021.  Captain of the Guard Greg Sailer 
gave a presentation on the potential 
Haunted House fund raiser for 2021.  
Greg stated that at this time, they are 
looking at having a large tent with 
rooms sectioned off which potentially 
could be run by Clubs and Units. The 
Haunted House Committee will keep 
the Divan informed on their progress. 

Illustrious Sir Larry Norte shared the 
following dates:

Dec. 8 – Club and Unit Holiday Party 
with Parade to Glory will be on Teams

Jan. 1 - New Year’s Brunch is still under 
discussion depending on the COVID 
guidelines.

Jan. 12 – Annual Meeting – hope to 
have in-person meeting, will depend on 
COVID guidelines.

n Good of Order
None.

Illustrious Sir Larry Norte recessed 
Osman Shrine at 7::50 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
  Tom West, Recorder 

Alfred Anderson • Alan Beeler • Chad Blonigen • Dougles Bogie • John Brewer • Paul Bridenstine • Jack Brown • 
Robert Campbell • Dale Carmichael • Shawn Carrick • Nicholas Casci • Ronald Clarstrom • Neil Clymer • Ronald Davis 

• Michael Denke • Randy Dohrn • Thomas Eineke • Michael Featherston • Lawrence Furman • Steven Genz • Larry 
Gustafson • Lamonine Hatton • Donald Heggedahl • John Helcl • Todd Herderson • Steve Hinck • Brian Hoffman • Gary 
Hoven • Eric Jokinen • Christopher Jones • James Judisch • Jerome Kellogg • David Koenig • Ronald Larson • Brian 

Lauber • Sven Lindquist • Charles Linnell • Wayne Longwell • Russell Loomis Jr • John Maddox • David Masters • John 
Milne • Kay Moss • Daniel Mueller • Joshua Murphy • Paul Paulos • Gregory Pepin • Frank Peterson • Robert Pieper • 
Glenn Prehn • David Rahm • James Randall Sr. • William Rupp • Casey Saunders • Richard Schubbe • Scott Spaeth • 

Bradley Stephans • Bradley Stout • Robert Tracy • James Tuorila • Theodore Veilleux • Richard Wagner • Kurt Walleser • 
Andrew Weiss • Marnie Will

January Birthdays
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Osman Club and Unit Officers Seminar 

Saturday February 6th, 2021 

Osman Shrine Center 

Agenda 

8:30-9:00 Registration, Coffee and Muffins 

9:00-9:05 Pledge/Prayer/Opening Remarks - C&U President Joel Starks 

9:05-9:10  Installation Officers of C&U, and other officers needing to be installed - Ill. Sir 
Sean Gardiner 

9:10-9:15 Etiquette - Assistant Rabban Jim Gratias 

9:15-9:45 Membership - Lloyd Cheney 

9:45-9:55 Insurance and responsibility - High Priest & Prophet Michael Meyer & Brett 
Boelter 

9:55-10:05 Osman’s Women’s Auxiliary - Chairman Rose West 

10:05-10:30 Hospital Patient and family introductions - Speech/presentation 

10:30-10:40 Hospital/Healthcare System information - Ill. Sir Roger Robinson 

10:45-10:55 2021 Circus-Director John Davenport & Chief Rabban Mark Galloway 

10:55-11:05 Osman Haunted House - OG Ryan Colligan, 2nd CM Wiley Davis, and Marshal Greg Sailer 

11:05-11:15 2021 Midwest and Temple Parades - Chief of Staff Gary Winter 

 MSA Housing - Al Christofk 

11:15-11:20 Safety - High Priest and Prophet Michael Meyer 

11:20-11:25 Newspaper - 1st Ceremonial Master Brian Miller & 2nd Ceremonial Wiley Davis 

11:25-11:30 Parade to Glory Request for 2021 – Oriental Guide Ryan Colligan 

 Overview of the Academy of Nobles - Treasurer Dan Flicek & Al Christofk 

11:30-11:40 Club & Unit Annual Reports-Recorder Tom West/C&U VP Eric Mundt 

11:40-11:45 Club & Unit Attendance, C&U Descriptions, Social Media, Warehouse  

President of C&U Joel Starks & Vice President of C&U Eric Mundt  

11:45-12:00 State of Osman, and 2021 ceremonials Illustrious Sir Sean Gardiner 

12:00  Lunch 

12:30  Chocolate Tasting 

Agenda
8:30-9:00 Registration, Coffee and Muffins
9:00-9:05 Pledge/Prayer/Opening Remarks - C&U President Joel Starks
9:05-9:10  Installation Officers of C&U, and other officers needing to be installed -  
 Ill. Sir Sean Gardiner
9:10-9:15 Etiquette - Assistant Rabban Jim Gratias
9:15-9:45 Membership - Lloyd Cheney
9:45-9:55 Insurance and responsibility - High Priest & Prophet Michael Meyer & Brett Boelter
9:55-10:05 Osman’s Women’s Auxiliary - Chairman Rose West
10:05-10:30 Hospital Patient and family introductions - Speech/presentation
10:30-10:40 Hospital/Healthcare System information - Ill. Sir Roger Robinson
10:45-10:55 2021 Circus-Director John Davenport & Chief Rabban Mark Galloway
10:55-11:05 Osman Haunted House - OG Ryan Colligan, 2nd CM Wiley Davis, and Marshal Greg Sailer
11:05-11:15 2021 Midwest and Temple Parades - Chief of Staff Gary Winter
 MSA Housing - Al Christofk
11:15-11:20 Safety - High Priest and Prophet Michael Meyer
11:20-11:25 Newspaper - 1st Ceremonial Master Brian Miller & 2nd Ceremonial Wiley Davis
11:25-11:30 Parade to Glory Request for 2021 – Oriental Guide Ryan Colligan
 Overview of the Academy of Nobles - Treasurer Dan Flicek & Al Christofk
11:30-11:40 Club & Unit Annual Reports-Recorder Tom West/C&U VP Eric Mundt
11:40-11:45 Club & Unit Attendance, C&U Descriptions, Social Media, Warehouse 
 President of C&U Joel Starks & Vice President of C&U Eric Mundt 
11:45-12:00 State of Osman, and 2021 ceremonials Illustrious Sir Sean Gardiner
12:00 Lunch
12:30 Chocolate Tasting

Osman Club and Unit Officers Seminar
Saturday February 6th, 2021

Osman Shrine Center

 

 
Club and Unit Parade to Glory  

Was held on 
TUESDAY DECEMBER 8th, 2020 

Via Teams  
TToottaall  aammoouunntt  ccoolllleecctteedd  wwaass  $$3388,,114455..5511  

  
Thank you!! 

 
 

 

 
Club and Unit Parade to Glory  

Was held on 
TUESDAY DECEMBER 8th, 2020 

Via Teams  
TToottaall  aammoouunntt  ccoolllleecctteedd  wwaass  $$3388,,114455..5511  

  
Thank you!! 

 
 

Club and Unit Parade to Glory
Was held on Tuesday December 8th, 2020

via Teams
Total amount collected was $38,145.51

Thank you!!
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Even with the 
COVID situation 
preventing us from 
having meetings, 
we have been busy 
with Bell Ringing for 
the Salvation Army, 
collecting pop cans, and 

helping with the preparation of Holiday 
Baskets for our Masonic Widows who 
reside in Austin.

For over 70 years, the Austin Shrine 
Club has traditionally presented the first 
checks to the Salvation Army to “kick-
off ” their Red Kettle Campaign.  Also, 
part of that tradition is ringing bells 

in several location throughout Austin 
on the first Friday of December each 
year.  This year with the help of Shrine 
ladies, we were able to collect $6,300.00.  
A grant request to MMC will ask to 
increase that amount by $5,000.00, 
bringing the total raised to $11,300.00.  
Over 70 fraternal hours were involved in 
this project.

We have another tradition that started 
five years ago by WB and Noble Brad 
Stout when he was WM of Fidelity 
Lodge #39:  delivering a Holiday Bag 
to our widows.  This year four Shrine 
Masons (Brad Stout, Matt Woodworth, 
John Fair and Neil Hanson) prepared 

and delivered the gift bags.

This has been a fun project as the 
ladies are so happy to receive the gift 
bag which this year included a variety of 
Hormel products and assorted fruit.

On December 6th, Ill Sir Larry Norte 
came to Austin with Lady Audrey and 
installed the officers for 2021.  While he 
was here, Noble Brad Stout presented 
him with a sign for the Norte Ranch.  
We were so appreciative of them coming 
over and we enjoyed a nice visit.

Neil Hanson,
Secretary

Austin Area Shrine Club & Oriental Band

Neil Hanson

Nobles Dean Johnson, Brad Stout, Chris Brekke and Neil Hanson 
presenting the “kick-off” checks to Major Jeff Strickler of Austin Area 

Salvation Army

Il Sir Larry Norte shown installing the 2021 officers (L-R) Chris Brekke, 
President; Brad Stout, Bus. Mgr. (Band); Neil Hanson, Sec’y-Treasurer; 

Gary Brolsma, Vice-President

Matt Woodworth, Neil Hanson, & Brad Stout preparing baskets for the 
Masonic widows

Austin officers and Ill Sir Larry admiring the sign presented to him by 
Brad Stout
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Happy Friday, as I write this.  

Well here comes 2021 with as many 
changes as we have seen in 2020?  Here 
we go.  Let’s find out.

Graciously hosted by Donna and Art 
Pavlish our new officers were installed on 
December 13th.  Incoming President is 
Shawn Davis, Incoming Vice President is 
Bryan Jennings, Secretary is Bob Gregor 
and Treasurer is Brian Oxley.

Potentate Larry Norte did the 
installation honors.

We were fortunate to have a couple of 
other guys witness the event and masks 
were removed for photos.

We were fortunate to support the 
Osman Auxiliary on December 18, 

2020 with a Toy Drive benefiting 
Shriners Children’s.

I feel that if you are able to give the 
incoming president the same kind of 
support that you have given and shown, 
2021 will be wildly successful. See 
something here that you like, please let 
Shawn know.  Something here that you 
don’t like, please let Shawn know. We can 
only improve with your input. If you are 
reading this and are a member, Thank 
You. If you are reading this and are not a 
member, we would love to have you join 
us. I appreciate your support this year.

Fraternally yours, 
Paul M. Peterson

President 2020

Rochester Area Shrine Club

Well supported by the DaddyO’s including, L-R 
Paul M. Peterson, Brian Oxley, Ron Davis, Dave 

Jones, Shawn Davis and Bryan Jennings

Shawn Davis RASC President 2021, Brian Oxley Treasurer, Illustrious Sir 
Larry Norte and Bob Gregor. Unable to attend Bryan Jennings

Matt Verdick, Art Pavlish, Bob Gregor, Shawn Davis, Outer Guard Paul M. 
Peterson, Illustrious Sir Larry Norte, Floyd the Mechanic, 1st Ceremonial 

Master Ryan Colligan.  Kneeling Brian Oxley and PP Bruce Thomas.  
(Masks removed for photos.) Not Pictured Aaron Hoffland

As another month 
passes and the end of the 
year looks us in the face, 
the Alexandria Shrine 
Club greets everyone and 
hopes all are doing well.

As we look back, it has 
been a different and difficult year for 
all. As we progress to 2021, let us hope 
and pray for a better year ahead. There 

is talk of a light at the end of the tunnel. 
To me, at this point, it looks quite dim. 
By consensus, the Alex club will keep 
its 2020 officers for 2021. On a positive 
note, we have an addition to our Shrine 
family. On November 24, Noble Scott 
Giannone and Lady Carolyn welcomed 
baby Leo to their family along with big 
sister Gracie. A big congratulations and 
all the best to them. With the holidays 

upon us, it is my hope and prayer all 
that everyone stays safe and well. This is 
the season of hope, love, and peace. May 
we be blessed with better days ahead. 
Take care of yourselves and your family. 
Happy Holidays! God Bless!

Ralph E. Tvrdik
President

Ralph Tvrdik

Alexandria Shrine Club and 4 Wheelers
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Greetings, fellow 
Nobles and Ladies 
of Osman Shrine.   
Thanksgiving has come 
and gone and as I write 
this the holidays of light 
and hope, Hannukah 
and Christmas are now 

upon us.  

We need this in our lives perhaps now 
more than ever.  As Masons we should 
reflect on our path to light of Faith, Hope 
and Charity most especially during this 
time of year.   

I am reflecting on this because of 
my own sickness with COVID 19.   It 
reminds us that life is precious and short, 
and we should spread our love and share 
our charity.  

  Some of you know that I discovered 
I was having symptoms as I drove home 
from the November Provost meeting.  
My throat was sore, and I had some body 
aches.  I got to thinking that my food 
tasted off.   I felt great earlier that day and 
even at the meeting.  So, I shrugged it off 
and when I got home, I started getting 
worse.  

My taste and smell were the first to go.  
Slowly at first and I had to use a lot a salt 
to make something taste right.    Then 
came massive headaches with body aches.   
This lasted for the first day or two.  

I contacted my primary care physician 
and alerted the Shrine Potentate and 
Provost personnel that I had been in 

contact with.  The good thing about this 
is we have protocols and even though 
we do get close at times we do limit our 
exposure to each other, and I believe that 
is critical.  

I went to the Emergency Room and 
was treated and tested.  I was released 
and sent home to monitor my oxygen 
levels and to come back if my conditions 
should worsen. 

Day two and into day three things 
went from bad to worse.  I developed 
respiratory pain in my chest, and it 
started branching out.  Also, other 
symptoms appeared.  Massive muscle 
fatigue and the dreaded diarrhea.   It was 
like a car having all the trouble lights 
come on all at once on the dashboard.   
This lasted for about a day.  

Day four and into day five things 
rapidly improved for me.  I started to feel 
better my cough was under control and 
the other symptoms were gone or going 
away.  

My wife, Lady Terri never got it.  I 
initially tested negative but now have 
COVID antigens in my blood, so I did 
indeed have it.     

We ended up incredibly lucky because 
I had a great immune system and great 
white blood cell count.   

I cannot wait for the day for that this 
is over!  

I will say this, our protocols work.  We 
need to stick with them until we can get 
through this.  

As if I did not have a hard enough 
November, most of you knew LeRoy my 
service dog.  He was my dog for nearly 
10 years.  LeRoy was a consummate 
companion and was stalwart.  

LeRoy had not been feeling well which 
I thought was due to a back issue and I 
was going to take him to the doctor.  On 
October 29, 2020 at 1230pm, LeRoy 
had a massive seizure than a stroke and 
died in my arms.   I could not revive him.    
He was the best friend I have ever known.  

LeRoy had been through all the degrees 
of Masonry with me as well as that of the 
Shrine.   

At the Provost Meeting in November, 
it was an incredible honor to have 
Illustrious Brother and Noble Monte 
Miller nominate LeRoy to the 
Academy of Nobles.    This was passed 
unanimously by the body.  

Now to finish on a high note.  Here is 
a photo of the Provost at ceremonial in 
November where we made some Shriners 
for Osman!

If you are interested in joining the 
Provost, come check us out.  Our 
meetings are on the third Monday of the 
month at the Lost Spur/Osman Shrine.  
(RESUMING IN MARCH!) 

Social/Dinner is at 6:00PM, and our 
Meeting is at 7:00PM. .    

Fraternally submitted, 
Lloyd Cheney, Secretary

Provost

Lloyd Cheney

Noble Lloyd Cheney in VAMC ER 
Treatment for COVID 19

Brother and Noble LeRoy June 11, 2011 – 
October 29, 2020 - Alas my Brother…

Nobles, Tom West, Lloyd Cheney, Kay Moss, Greg Sailer, 
Neil Clymer, Jerry Johnson, and Bruce Scott
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Happy New Year to 
you and your families 
from the Rochester 
Dragon Patrol and their 
families.

I hope this greeting 
finds you healthy and in 
good spirits after the last 

year of 2020.

I pray that with the New Year comes 
more social events with families and 
Shriners, and of course parades with all 
the communities that have supported and 
showed us so much love over the years.

Congratulations to the 2021 Potentate 
and Divan.  We will be looking forward 

to working with you this year.

I would like to take a second to 
introduce the Nobles that I will be 
leaning on as I transition into my new 
role as President of the Dragon Patrol.

Our Vice President is Matt Verdick, 
Sergeant at Arms - Bruce Peters, 
Treasurer - Bert Aikens (Bert has been 
treasurer since the inception of the 
Dragon Patrol – Thanks Bert!) Secretary 
- Art Pavlish, and Rochester Area Shrine 
Club Representative – Bert Aikens.

Thank you for accepting your role and 
I look forward to a great year no matter 
what limitations we may be facing.

Since we were unable to parade due 
to the Pandemic and the inability to 
collect funds from local communities 
for performing in their celebrations, 
the Rochester Dragon Patrol solicited 
members to pledge funds this year to 
help provide a donation to the Shrine’s 
”Parade to Glory” for 2o2o. 

The Dragon Patrol donated $3,500 
to several Shrine entities. I would like 
to give a huge thank you to the Dragon 
Patrol and friends for their very generous 
donations to this year’s “parade to glory”.  

Jason Kennedy
President

Dragon Patrol

Jason Kennedy

Greetings to our 
Nobles and Ladies out 
there in Shrineland and 
Happy New Year to you 
all.

It has been one heck 
of a year as well as an 
eye opening, educational 

and humbling experience.  Dealing with 
these pandemic issues and topping it off 
with our national election, I find myself 
counting my blessings.  I have become 
more aware of some of the simple things 
in life that I have usually taken for 
granted.  We have had to end the year 
2020 with an unusual holiday season.  

There were restrictions that changed our 
Thanksgiving and Christmas plans.  This 
included our Legion of Honor Christmas 
Party which I plan to reschedule for mid-
January, we shall see.

I would like to extend a huge Thank 
You to Our Illustrious Sir Larry Norte 
and Lady Audrey.  I can only imagine 
what it takes to set up a whole year of 
events under normal circumstances and 
pull it off in the Office of Potentate.  In 
this case, the year 2020 Plans had to be 
revised, rescheduled and modified to 
carry out any form of activities or events.  
Thank you so much for your hard work 
and creativity.  What a challenge that 

must have been to tackle.

It looks like 2021 is going to start out 
like 2020 ended (pandemic-wise).  But 
we do have reason to feel somewhat 
optimistic. It sure will be nice to resume 
some of our traditional Shrine activities 
again.  Things might start off a little 
slow, but they should be turning around 
within the 1st quarter of the year.  It’s 
nice to have something to look forward 
to anyway.

Participation in the Legion of Honor 
Color Guard is not only fun, but a truly 
rewarding experience and we always 
encourage new membership.  

If you would like more information 
about the Legion of Honor, please see our 
ad in this issue of the Osman.

With Honor & Pride,
Dean Brown, Commander

Legion of Honor

Dean Brown

LEGION OF HONOR

Wanted: A few good men 
to provide a color guard 
for parades circuses and 

ceremonials.  We are 
also a social group and 
all patriots are welcome.  

Call Dean at  
612-963-9159 for details. 

Men’s Suits/Tuxes/Blazers/Sports Coats
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Well, its 2021 and 
hopefully this will be a 
better year than 2020.

As you know, our 
March 2020 circus had 
to be postponed just 
two weeks before our 
first show. We tried for 

a re-scheduled date in November, but 
things were still the same.

So, in short, we had much of the 
expense of producing the circus with no 
“Butts in the Seats” to provide revenue.

We are looking forward to brighter 
days in 2021. 

Dates
Our current plans include our 

traditional dates of April 1st-4th, 2021 
with backup dates of November 18th-
21st, 2021. A lot will depend on the 
vaccine distribution, public confidence 
that it is safe to go out in crowds, and 
(if we have to move to November) how 
the 2021 State Fair runs.

Coloring Book
As of our March 2020 postponement 

date, the 2020 coloring book was 
proofed and ready to go to press. 
Fortunately, we were holding off until 
the very last minute to print, so we did 
not, and that expense was saved.

All the advertising that was sold 
for the 2020 book, will appear in the 

2021 book. Any new advertising may 
be added up to one month before the 
circus.

Nobility Sales
Since most of your advertising 

customers will automatically have an ad 
in the 2021 coloring book, 2021 sales 
will have to be to new customers or 
those who did not buy in 2020.

Sales of Circus Supporter Plaques 
and Year Plates can continue as usual. 
All 2020 plaques and year plates were 
delivered on schedule, and there is a 
unique new design year plate for 2021.

Nobles will also be able to presell 
tickets to groups and individuals.

Mommy Daddy
You should have received your 

Circus Mommy and Daddy mailing in 
December.  Some have noted that the 
complementary Mommy and Daddy 
tickets were not automatically included 
in the mailing. The reason is that at 
the time of the mailing, the April 1-4 
dates were not definite, so we did not 
want to print and mail tickets with the 
wrong information on them. However, 
once the dates are confirmed, tickets 
will be mailed along with the Mommy 
and Daddy pins to all who participate 
at the Mommy and Daddy level. This 
is not a change in the program, just the 
delivery.

Here We Go!
So, here we go again! Every year is 

different, but this year of the “new 
normal” promises to be a journey. 
We’re all a year older, and maybe some 
workers are questioning if it is ok to go 
out yet. Others may have changed jobs 
and will not be as available. For all of 
us there will be higher expectations of 
cleanliness and safety.  Consequently, 
we need to look at all our processes 
from ticket taking to ushering to food 
handling and novelty packaging, and 
make sure that what we are doing is 
right for us, acceptable to our workers, 
and assuring cleanliness and safety 
to our patrons. These are things 
we need to be thinking about and 
communicating now while we can more 
easily shift and plan. Things will be 
different, but we will get through. Feel 
free to e-mail me with questions and 
concerns, and I’ll get them up on the 
radar.

Thanks, and someday soon, May All 
Your Days Be Circus Days!

John Davenport
john@osmancircus.com

651-452-5662

Notes from the Ticket Booth

John Davenport

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

                                                        
 

Jane J. Larson Associates                  
Professional Service with a Personal Touch                       

 

Real Estate, Business,  
Estate Planning (Wills, Trusts, 
Living Wills k/n/a Health Care 

Directives), Elder Law  
Probate Matters 

 

1612 Skillman Avenue W. Roseville, MN 55113 
Business 651.636.5473 jane@janejlarson.com 

BLACK CAMEL
n  Robert Eckstrom          
 12/09/2020
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Attention All Osman Shrine
Club and Unit Officers!!!

It is time for the
2021 Osman Shrine Club & Units Officers Seminar

February 6th, 2021
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Osman Shrine Event Center
2750 Sibley Memorial Hwy, Eagan, MN

Many topics will be discussed including: 
• Shriners Hospital
• Circus 
• By-Laws
• Insurance
• Imperial Session
• Midwest Session

We are requesting you send someone to this important event and 
bring your questions and concerns.

This is one of the most important events of the year for club and unit 
officers.  Whether you are a new officer or have held an office for 

years you will not want to miss the information covered in this year’s 
seminar.  Members of your Divan as well as other key Osman 

personnel will be there to assist you with your questions.

Rolls and coffee will be served at 8:30 and the seminar will start 
promptly at 9:00.

Lunch will be served at 12:00

Please RSVP to Doreen at 
Doreen@osmanshrine.org or (651) 452-5660 

• Parades/Temple Events
• Legal Issues
• Membership
• Shrine Protocol
• Club/Unit Requests
• Haunted House 

Stick around afterwards for the Chocolate Tasting 
starting @ 12:30!!
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Greetings Nobles and Ladies of Osman Shrine! 

It is an honor to be selected to accept the torch of Osman Membership from 
Illustrious Brother Grand Cross and Noble Jerry Johnson.  Noble Jerry and I have 
built our relationship since meeting for coffee at Kowalski’s in Woodbury a couple 
years back.  It was there I started my path to the Shrine.  I never dreamed I would 
find my way here.   However, that’s how things happen in “Osmanland” and when 
you become good friends with a mentor like Jerry Johnson, well then, the die is cast.  

I will begin this article with a summary of the retention activity for the past year and the close with some 
thoughts on the coming year’s plan for 2021 Membership.  

The 2020 Osman Membership Retention Plan began with a strategy built on a solid foundation of philosophy 
and logic of what motivates human behavior and makes people feel fulfilled and more importantly want to join 
and be active for the long term in organizations like ours.   

Member organizations are made up of volunteers and the rewards for their efforts are interactions, 
relationships, events, and activities which the organization hosts.    Without this personal and interactive link 
between our members and our organization, retention and attrition management will suffer. 

COVID 19 arrived in March of 2020.   Osman Shrine took precautions, writing its own protocols and safety 
guidelines.    Annual events, like the Osman Shrine Circus were canceled and entire parade schedule scrubbed.   
This continued for the remainder portion of the year.

The membership team was able to have several of our regular membership events that were successful while 
maintaining COVID protocols.  We also had ceremonials and followed up on the call list of past due members.   

The 2020 retention plan was sound in logic and philosophy and if given a normal year without a pandemic 
Osman Shrine would have been above Gold and beyond.    

For the coming year in 2021, we undoubtedly will face COVID 19 challenges in the early months to the spring 
of 2021.  However, with some luck and the vaccine most of the 2nd, 3rd and 4th quarters of 2021 should be 
vastly improved.   

With that, the membership team will remain largely the same, as most of the committee have chosen to remain 
on, which is wonderful!  What a great group of Nobles and Ladies!   

2021’s focus will be to take Osman Shrine to our Masonic Blue Lodges.   We are going to be our Lodge 
Ambassadors in a way.   We will do this in series of fun activities that includes road trips visiting Blue Lodges 
along the way.  These “caravans” will be carrying the Osman membership message but also linking the 
Masonic Lodge to “Shrinedom” as it always should be.   The connection to our home Lodge is often lost and 
we must reestablish it helping them as they help us build our membership.   

Since COVID 19 has prevented us from raising a new lot of Master Masons to make into Shriners we must 
focus on those Master Masons who are not yet Shriners.  Those that are in those Blue Lodges.  Those Blue 
Lodges that need our support.  What better way to fulfill our mission and move beyond Gold in 2021 than 
to support our Masonic Lodges, gain members, and strengthen the whole Masonic team.   Unity, Harmony, 
Together! 

Lastly remember our Imperial Potentate Jim Smith’s motto from his challenge coin: “Have fun in 2021!” So, let’s 
remember to have fun this next year!  

Lloyd Cheney
Osman Shrine Membership
Going for Gold and Beyond
beashrinernow.com
beafreemason.org 
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Work Day at the Lost Spur
Last month I wrote about what a treasure Osman Shriners have in the Lost Spur, but noted the 
caveat that we must support this treasure and be ready to care for it rather than just let things 
slide.  As a result, Osman Properties and Divan members have reviewed at length a long list of 
maintenance items needing attention at our Lost Spur Golf and Event Center.  Three significant 
items on this list were trees infested with Emerald Ash Borer, a large pile of branches and brush 
to be removed, and scrap materials that have accumulated over the years at the warehouse.  

Since this crazy year of 2020 has provided December weather that is conducive to working outside, it was decided that we 
should spend a Saturday addressing these three issues.  The decision was made on Wednesday, December 9, calls were made to 
assemble a crew to address the issues, and immediately a crew was formed.  Amazingly, on Saturday, December 12, twenty-eight 
(yes, 28) Shriners and friends of Osman Shrine showed up with equipment to take on these three tasks.  

Tony Kellen, our Golf Course Superintendent, identified the first task as the Ash Borer infestation problem.  Last spring, 
he brought it to the attention of Osman Properties and this fall, an arborist was hired to inventory our Ash trees on the golf 
course and make a recommendation as to what to do with them.  The arborist identified 105 Ash trees on the property with 31 
recommended for removal.  Based on this inventory, Osman Properties and Tony decided to remove a row of 11 infested trees 
that were on the fairway in front of the Lost Spur Event Center.   These trees were either completely dead or were identified by 
the arborist as dying and could not be successfully treated with insecticide to mitigate the infestation. Saturday morning, a crew 
felled and cut up these 11 infested Ash trees, saving Osman a bunch of money.

Second, the brush pile.  This was thought to have accumulated over a period of 20 years, so you can just imagine how much 
material was there.  Saturday, a crew from the Mankato area brought up a 24” chipper to grind up that huge brush pile which 
was an “eye sore” on the course. Besides the chipper, the crew used a skidster with a grappling hook to untangle the pile and 
separate out the logs to be fed into the chipper.  They had a second skidster that was equipped with a huge router blade that 
was used to grind up tree limbs and branches in the 6” or less category.  These amazing pieces of equipment were run by very 
skilled operators.  We are indebted to these Masonic brothers and Shriners for bringing up this equipment and operators as it 
probably would have taken a crew all winter to get rid of the brush pile using manual labor and small chipping equipment...
and it was quite an impressive show to see!

Third, were the 20 years’ accumulation of junk--metal pieces, abandoned equipment, old dysfunctional vehicular equipment, 
tires, hoses, concrete, obsolete signage and wooden structures.  A large crew took on the task of retrieving these items from the 
warehouse area, cutting them up into manageable pieces when possible, and segregating them into piles for removal.  The crew 
filled three dumpsters, two dump trailers, and two pickup loads with a lot of the useless and unsightly materials and items.  
There still remains a large pile of scrap metal items, a couple of vehicles, some concrete bricks and pieces that will need to be 
removed from the property at a later date.  As far as the metal is concerned, we are hopeful a scrapper will take the items.  If 
not, we will need to bring in a couple of large dumpsters to get rid of them.

As you can see, a huge amount of work was accomplished in the course of one Saturday.  As always, there is more to be done 
including disposal of the scrap materials and cutting down and removing more trees.  However, the crew can say with a 
significant amount of pride that because of their effort and one day’s work, the Lost Spur looks significantly better.  In addition, 
I think it is safe to say that we all had a great time as we worked and were especially excited to see each other again in a safe 
manner.

Osman Properties sincerely appreciates the effort of the team that quickly got together to volunteer their time, machines and 
effort to complete these tasks in a safe and efficient way.  As a reward, Geri Lockrem and Chef Mike Lynch served a hot lunch 
and this provided another means for the teams to visit face-to-face which was an opportunity that was long overdue!

It is widely known that the mantra of Shriners is FUN, but on Saturday, we proved that Shriners also know how to work 
together to accomplish a goal. Bravo, Ill Sir Larry Norte, brothers and friends of Osman Shrine for as job well done!

Prepared by
Jerry J. Johnson
Osman Properties
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2 0 2 1  O S M A N  P A P E R  S U P P O R T E R S
M E M O R I A L S

Warren & Doreen Lynch 
In Memory of P.P. Mike Hildebrand, 
Dick McNary, P.P. Tom Huppert, 
Doris Plachecki, P.P. Al Koenig & 
Ray Hobot, P.P. Richard Thompson

Art Lemke 
In Memory of Sheiks & Mighty 
Mites

Rolf Olson 
In Memory of Ronald Williams

Wayne Longwell
In Memory of Jerry Longwell, 
Richard K. Brown & Pete 
Kloskowski

Christopher Hans Kittleson
In Memory of Father Howard B 
Kittleson

Marvin Felderman Jr.
In Memory of Dick McNary & Faye 
“Doc” Hassie

S U P P O R T E R S

H O N O R A R I A

Art Lemke

Arthur & Janice Lingo

P.P. John & Debbi Thorstad - Zor

Provost

SUPPORT YOUR OSMAN PAPER
Honoraria & Memorials are $35.00 and a  
Supporter is $25.00.
Send to:  
Osman Shrine Paper
2750 Sibley Memorial Hwy.  
St. Paul, MN 55121

Your name as you want it listed: 

 ____________________________________________

q In honor of:  

____________________________________________

q In memory of:

____________________________________________

11545 Lakeland Dr., Suite 102   
Maple Grove, MN  55369-3663 

Phone (763)425-8850 
Sales:  sales@eiisecurity.com 

Website:  www.eiisecurity.com

* Security Systems
* Fire Alarm Systems
* Camera Systems

24 Hour UL Listed Alarm Monitoring

* System design & Installation
* Annual testing & Inspections
* Access Control Systems

Electronic Installations, Inc. 

Residential & Commercial Security 

For All Your security technology needs 

Serving the Twin Cities 
metro area since 1971
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OFFICERS
President:
Joel Starks
952-500-1068
sparkymn1@gmail.com   

Vice President:
Eric Mundt
507-317-2058
mundt.eric@yahoo.com

Secretary/Treasurer:
Andrew Harmer 
320-309-9494
ajharmer@gmail.com

CLUBS & UNITS
ALBERT LEA SHRINE CLUB
ALBERT LEA CARS 
Milan Hart, President
507-377-0665

ALEXANDRIA AREA SHRINE CLUB 
Ralph Tvrdik, President
320-808-1412
retbat@runestone.net

ALEXANDRIA CALLIOPE & 
4-WHEELERS 
Mike Pray, Captain
320-815-3497
tiapray@yahoo.com 

AUSTIN AREA SHRINE CLUB 
AUSTIN ORIENTAL BAND 
Chris Brekke, President
507-481-8062
brekkechristopher80@gmail.com  

BOWLER BOYZ SOCIAL &
CIGAR CLUB 
Rob Hoven, President
651-329-1240
rwhoven@gmail.com

CANNON VALLEY SHRINE CLUB 
Robert Boesen, President
507-254-5160
bobboesn@hotmail.com

CLOWNS 
Rick Arends, President
612-747-6915
popprwild@msn.com

DADDY-O’S  
Bryan Jennings, President
612-469-9991
grandpa.n.ma3@gmail.com 

DIRECTORS STAFF
P.P. Mike Nehm, President
651-269-2826
smnehm@comcast.net

 

EAST CENTRAL SHRINE CLUB  
Frank Lind, President
651-358-3427
frank3427660@gmail.com 

FRIENDLY VALLEY SHRINE CLUB
Raymond Anderson, President
651-341-0156
rayhanderson@yahoo.com  

LEGION OF HONOR 
Dean Brown, Commander
612-963-9159
dhbrownco@comcast.net  

MANKATO AREA SHRINE CLUB
Chris Johnson, President
612-386-8743
chrisjohnsonlaw@hotmail.com

MANKATO T-BIRDS 
Calvin Barfknecht, President
507-236-5581
nattersfarm@hotmail.com 

MIGHTY MITES 
Nick Casci, President
651-399-8256
nickcasci_191@icloud.com

OSMAN CYCLE CORPS 
Peter Staloch, Captain
651-343-3152
staloch@gmail.com

PAST POTENTATES 
Rich Purcell, President
651-373-0806
purcellrs@aol.com      

PIPE BAND 
Emilio Munoz, President
612-865-4957
marestella@msn.com

PROVOST 
Neil Clymer, Captain
651-248-2003
Email neil.clymer@yahoo.com 

ROCHESTER AREA SHRINE CLUB 
Shawn Davis, President
507-251-8136
Email davishawn2000@gmail.com 

ROCHESTER CYCLES PATROL
Phil Hayek, President
507-923-5864
Email hayek50@gmail.com  

ROCHESTER DRAGON PATROL 
Jason Kennedy, President
507-272-1743
jasonkennedy958@yahoo.com  

 

ROCHESTER MERRY MEDICS 
Rich Allee, President
507-251-1847
rjall@kmtel.com 

SHEIKS 
Steve Hoyer, Captain
651-202-8036
stevehoyer1@gmail.com 

SPORTSMAN
Bob Bay, President
612-459-6620

ST. CLOUD AREA SHRINE CLUB 
Brian Jacobson, President
218-410-2950
jacobsonbp@gmail.com 

ST. CLOUD GO-KARTS 
Chris Chopp, Captain
320-260-0414
ctchopp@gmail.com 

WINONA AREA SHRINE CLUB
Scott Banicki, President
507-450-5375
s_banicki@msn.com

ZAGALAS – ROCHESTER CHAPTER 
Chris Christopherson, President
507-261-6645
chrisdavid71@hotmail.com 

ZAGALAS – ST. CLOUD CHAPTER
Roger Robinson, President
320-420-8142
roger60@gmail.com 

ZAGALAS – ST. PAUL CHAPTER 
Mark Sportelli, President
952-210-8344
mark.sportelli@gmail.com

Attention Club & Units: Make sure you have a person appointed to make a 
monthly report to The Osman. Return your report by the deadline (usually 

around the 10th of the month) to doreen@osmanshrine.org or mail to 
2750 Sibley Memorial Highway, St. Paul 55121

651-452-5660 • Fax (651) 683-0231

CLUB & UNIT HEADS
OFFICERS
President: 

Dave Tabor
651-206-8574
shrinerdave1@yahoo.com

Vice President: 
Mike Yankovec
320-493-0776 
mikeyanko@gmail.com  

Secretary/Treasurer: 
Brent Metcalf 
651-739-3653 
brent.metcalf@comcast.net   

CLUBS & UNITS
ALBERT LEA SHRINE CLUB

ALBERT LEA CARS
Clarence Schroeder, President
507-373-2778
clarenceschro@yahoo.com

ALEXANDRIA AREA 
SHRINE CLUB
Mike Denke, President
320-491-8381
madsmdbdjd@hotmail.com

ALEXANDRIA CALLIOPE & 
FOUR-WHEELERS
John Phillips, Captain 
320-762-0474
donnajohnphillips@charter.net

AUSTIN AREA SHRINE CLUB
AUSTIN ORIENTAL BAND
Brad Stout, President
507-433-8294
bradstout1957@hotmail.com

BLOOMING PRAIRIE SHRINE CLUB
Andrew Weiss, President
507-528-2533

CANNON VALLEY SHRINE CLUB
Dennis Monroe, President
507-789-6399

CHANTERS
Dean Strand, President
651-770-2159

CIGAR CLUB
Mike Ordorff, President
612-919-0475
anawesomecarpenter@
yahoo.com  

Attention Clubs & Units:  Make sure you have a person appointed to
make a monthly report to The Osman.  Return your report by the

deadline (usually around the 15th of the month) to
doreen@osmanshrine.org or mail to

2750 Sibley Memorial Highway, St. Paul 55121

CLUB & UNIT HEADS
PROVOST

Gary Winter,  Captain
651-484-1763
gwwinter@comcast.net

ROCHESTER AREA SHRINE CLUB
Larry Norte, President
(507) 250-1855
mn442man@yahoo.com

ROCHESTER CYCLE PATROL
Josh Allen, President
507-272-7323
allen146@hotmail.com

ROCHESTER DRAGON PATROL
Doug Brick, President
507-254-6715 
dbrick@rclbus.com

ROCHESTER MERRY MEDICS
Ryan Colligan, President
507-250-2730
colliganman79@gmail.com

ST. CLOUD AREA SHRINE CLUB
Roger Robinson, President
320-420-8142
rrobinson@global-
continuum.com

ST. CLOUD GO-KARTS
Mike Yankovec, Captain
320-493-0776
mikeyanko@gmail.com

SHEIKS
Steve Hoyer, Captain
651-487-1089
steve.hoyer@thermofisher.com

WINONA AREA SHRINE CLUB
Robert Stedman, President
507-454-7209
rdstedman@yahoo.com

ZAGALAS – ROCHESTER CHAPTER
Steve Groteboer, President
281 467-9333
steve@groteboer.com

ZAGALAS – ST. CLOUD CHAPTER
Roger Robinson, President
320-420-8142
rrobinson@ 
global-continuum.com

ZAGALAS – ST. PAUL CHAPTER
David Gagnon, President
651-436-6765
dd.gagnon@hotmail.com

CLOWNS
Wade Brooks, President
952-447-5702
wbrooks@facilitechservices.com

DIRECTORS STAFF
Ronald Clarstrom, President
763-754-5547
rcclarstrom@gmail.com

DRUM & BUGLE CORPS
Dean Brown, Captain
612-963-9159
dhbrownco@comcast.net

EAST CENTRAL SHRINE CLUB
Don Vaughn, President
320-358-4040
sandy@grayowlfarms.com 

FRIENDLY VALLEY SHRINE CLUB
Jim Smith, President
651-459-8320 
psmith8320@msn.com

LEGION OF HONOR
William Beslin, Commander
651-322-4562
riquebeslin@gmail.com

MANKATO AREA SHRINE CLUB
Steve Igou, President
507-546-3827
tbirdsigou@yahoo.com

MANKATO T-BIRDS
Michael Meyer 
608-395-7609
meyerauctions@aol.com

MIGHTY MITES
John Watson Crew Chief
651-639-9357
watsonays@yahoo.com

NOMADS
Bob Golder, President
651-777-3781
Email curlerbob@aol.com

OSMAN CYCLE CORPS
Dennis Sherwood, Captain
952-937-5054
dennis@hometechniques.com

PAST POTENTATES
Mike Awada, President
612-723-4864
mikeawada@hotmail.com

PATROL
George Carlson, Captain
651-774-7793

ACACIA PARK
CEMETERY

A non-profit 
perpetual care cemetery 

serving all faiths 
since 1925.

Stop by to view 
our picturesque grounds, 

the old stone chapel and our impressive
Veterans Memorial.  

You’ll like our majestic view.
2151 Pilot Knob Road

Mendota Heights, MN 55120-1198

6 5 1 - 4 5 2 - 1 5 5 5
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2nd Vice President 
Edward Rusty Mitc hell 

Beja Shriners 

3rd Vice President 
Larry Norte 

Osman Shriners 

4th Vice President 
Gary Cuskey 
Zor Shriners 

 
     

   

December 8, 2020

All Temples and Nobles of the MSA

Re Midwest Shrine Association (MSA) 2021 Winter Business Meeting February 11-13, 2021

Dear Illustrious Sirs and Nobles:

The MSA officers along with Imperial Sir Bill Bailey Imperial Chief Rabban held a virtual 
(zoom) meeting to discuss the upcoming MSA Winter Business Meetings scheduled to be held in 
Sioux City IA February 11-13, 2021. 

The officers discussed the options regarding going forward with this meeting which were keep as 
is, move it to a different date or hosting a virtual meeting. 
Given the facts

1. COVID 19 is not under control yet in either Canada or the United States,
2. Many our members are in the demographic of people who are identified as those being at

risk of infection
3. Infection numbers and deaths continue to rise,
4. Tighter restrictions regarding gatherings and group sizes are being imposed and/or

changed almost daily in various states and provinces
5. The Canada/US border remains closed to all un-necessary/non-essential travel,
6. Shriners International have cancelled the East/West Shrine Bowl as well as some

Seminars scheduled for this spring
7. Shriners Hospitals for Children have extended the suspension of the requirement for in

person (face to face) meetings for the Boards of Governors through June 2021.

After a great deal of discussion, it was regularly moved and seconded that for 2021 the Midwest 
Shrine Association Winter Business meeting be a virtual meeting held on Saturday February 13
from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM. CST (3 hrs).

Unfortunately, this decision did not come lightly as it will remove the opportunity for the Nobles 
to attend the breakout sessions/meetings normally held, the education seminars provided, and the 
social gathering and camaraderie normally associated with the MSA Winter Meetings.

Midwest Shrine Association 

Shriners International 

Secretary Treasurer 
Don Thomson PP (Dawn)  

1155 Wilkes Avenue 
Winnipeg Mb R3P 1B9 

Canada 
Cell (204) 781-6503 

Office (204) 925-1439 
Fax (204) 487-4726 

don.thomson@mymts.net 

President 
John A Clarke PP (Darlene) 

P.O. Box 156 
Fort Qu’Appelle SKS0G 1S0 

Canada 
Cell (306) 531-9919 
clarjo@sasktel.net     

1st Vice President 
 Joe Petersen

Abu Bekr Shriners 
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2nd Vice President 
Edward Rusty Mitchell 

Beja Shriners 

1st Vice President 
Joe Petersen 

Abu Bekr Shriners 

3rd Vice President 
Larry Norte 

Osman Shriners 

4th Vice President 
Gary Cuskey 
Zor Shriners 

As we move toward the date of the Virtual meeting more information will be forwarded to you, 
as well as the link to join the meeting. If you have anything you would like on the agenda please 
forward it to my attention no later than January 6, 2021.  

On behalf of the President John Clarke and the Officers of the MSA we wish you well, stay 
healthy and stay safe. 

If you require further information do not hesitate to contact me. 

Fraternally, 

Don Thomson PP Khartum Shriners 
MSA Secretary/Treasurer 
1155 Wilkes Avenue 
Winnipeg Mb R3P 1B9 

Christopher Vara, M.D., named one of 
'Minnesota Physician' 100 Most Influential 
Health Care Leaders 
We are pleased to announce that Christopher S. Vara, M.D., one of our 
pediatric orthopedic surgeons, has been recognized as one of 
Minnesota's 100 Most Influential Health Care Leaders. Congratulations, 
Dr. Vara. This honor is well deserved! 

Christopher S. Vara, MD 
Pediatric Orthopedic Surgeon | Shriners Children’s Twin Cities 
Challenges: Like any business, health care must balance quality and finances. Health 
care is extremely complicated for patients to navigate, including factors such gaining 
access to a provider, locating a specialty, coordinating care between providers, and 
understanding clinical and financial responsibilities. 

Strategies: Our wrap-around service provides patients access to orthopedic specialty 
providers, ancillary services, and care management in a single location to remove 
barriers in the advancement of their care. We have taken further steps to simplify the 
patient experience via telehealth in our new outpatient location, which is available 
throughout our six-state service area. We provide high quality of care to children without 
regard to the ability of a patient or family to pay. 
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Greetings to all of you.  I hope you 
were able to enjoy the holidays even 
though I know COVID 19 drastically 
changed the way we normally celebrate.  
I certainly missed seeing many of you 
at holiday dinners and celebrations.  
Hopefully, next year will be back to 
normal.  

As you know, the Osman Auxiliary 
had to cancel the Auxiliary holiday 
luncheon due to COVID.  I want to 
say a special thank you to those of you 

who had sent in your registration for 
the luncheon, and when the luncheon 
was cancelled, you chose to donate your 
registration money to the Auxiliary.  
Thank you so much.  That was very 
generous of you.

Once again, I was totally overwhelmed 
with the Parade to Glory this year which 
was held virtually.  We know that none 
of the Clubs and Units were able to do 
any parading to earn money, and yet, 
everyone was so very generous.  Some 
of the Cubs and Units reported that 
because they were not able to have their 
normal fund raisers this year, they asked 
their membership to personally make 
a contribution to their Club and Unit 
which would then be appropriated at the 
Parade to Glory.  It is absolutely amazing 
that the Clubs and Units donated over 
$20,000 to the Osman Auxiliary.  I 
think that is beyond generous.  The 
Osman Auxiliary is so blessed to have 
such wonderful support from the 
Osman Shrine Divan and Nobility and 
their wives.  The money you donate 
to the Osman Auxiliary is given to the 
WGA Wheelchair Fund to purchase 
wheelchairs for the children at Shriners 
Children’s Clinic Twin Cities.  You are 

absolutely amazing.  Thank you, thank 
you, and thank you!!!!

The proceeds from the Osman Shrine/
Osman Auxiliary Golf Tournament 
totaled $5,087.56 this year which is a 
new record.  Thank you to everyone who 
golfed, sponsored a hole, donated prizes 
and volunteered for this great event.  I 
also want to thank PP Anders Haugen 
for again chairing the Golf Tournament 
and also for volunteering to Chair it 
again next year.  The Golf Tournament 
will be held on Sunday, September 12, 
2021.  Mark your calendar now!!

Information regarding the 2021 
schedule of events will be sent to Osman 
Auxiliary members in January.  Your 
2020 dues extend your membership 
through 2021. . We appreciate our 
current members and hope you will 
invite your friends, relatives or neighbors 
to join our wonderful organization.  
Membership is open to all men, women 
and young adults. You do not need a 
Shrine affiliation to be a member. You 
can be involved as much or as little 
as you like. Membership is still only 
$15.00 per year.  If you are not a current 
member and would like join the Osman 
Auxiliary, please call Kathy Flicek, 
Membership Chair at 651-454-7868. 

We have so much to be thankful for.  I 
sincerely hope that you and your families 
are healthy and safe.

Again, it is a pleasure and honor to 
serve as your Chairman, and thank you 
for all of your continued support.  If you 
have any questions or concerns, please 
contact me.

   Rose West, Chairman
 rwest330@hotmail.com

651-459-3813

Dawn Swanson & Elizabeth Ekholm drawing names for the raffle of the centerpieces which ere 
created and donated by Dawn   
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Sledding Party 
Sunday  

February 21st, 2021 
1:00 – 3:00 PM 

 

Lost Spur parking lot and hill 
 
 

Open to all Nobles, ladies, family members, and 
prospective Shriners and their family.  A great way 
to meet up outdoors and have a little bit of fun. 
 
Bring your own sled. 
 
$5 Walking Taco’s and Hot Chocolate 
 
To help us plan for food, number of warming tents, 
and any COVID-19 Capacity restrictions, register 
your intent to join us at OsmanShrine.org 

Robert Meyer
Ian Gardiner
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Legion of Honor, 
East Central SC, 
Sheiks, Rochester 
Daddy-O’s

Provost, 
Sportsman’s, 
Osman Pipe Band

Osman Board Rochester Dragon

Director’s Staff, 
Alexandria 
Calliope & 
4-wheelers, 
Alexandria SC

New Year’s  
Brunch

 

Potentates 
Reception

Clowns,  
Rochester ZagalasAnnual Meeting

 

One Day to 
Masonry

To access the online Osman Shrine calendar please go to www.osmanshrine.org/
node/3. If you want to add the calendar to your personal Gmail account simply click on 
the Google Calendar button in the lower right and follow the instructions.

Upcoming Events
February 2021
Club & Unit Seminar – 6th 
Msa Winter Session – Sioux City Ia – Canceled
Sledding @Spur – 21st

March 2021
Stated Meeting – 9th
Ceremonial – 13th

April 2021
Wine Tasting – 23rd

May 2021
Ceremonial – 1st
Road Trip – 22nd – 23rd

June 2021
Stated Meeting – 8th 
First Responders – 19th 

July 2021
Imperial 4th – 8th 

JANUARY 2021
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If your Club or Unit would like your 
activities listed on the calendar 

please contact the Osman Shrine 
office 651-452-5660,  

Doreen@OsmanShrine.org

Burial, Cremation, Memorial 
and Pre-Planning Services 

Osman Potentate 2017, Richard Purcell and Lady Sharon 
www.holcombhenryboom.com 
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Lost Spur Clean Up
Osman Nobles who came to help with the cleanup Ill Sir Larry Norte Driving the tractor

Working hard at putting the branches into the chipperBrian Rahm running the tree chipper via remote control

Jason Perez, Fred Perez, Greg Sailer, and Eddie Clymer Lost Spur Golf Supervisor Tony Kellen & Eric Lockrem

Greg Sailer, Ill Sir Larry Norte, PP Mike Nehm, Wiley Davis, with 
Eric Lockrem 

K. Moss working on getting the chainsaw working and Bob Selden 
looking on 
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Getting all the branches in a pile ready for the chipper

Everyone hard at work for the cleanupChris Johnson, Paul M Peterson, Eddie Clymer, Sean Gardiner, and Eric Mundt 

Eric Mundt watch as a tree is getting cut down 

Lost Spur Clean Up


